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…COLLEEN is 42 and a carrier of hemophilia. She had a 50% chance of being a carrier
because her mother was a carrier. Colleen also has a son with hemophilia, but she has her own
health challenges. She has always had heavy periods as well as bruising and bleeding after
tooth extractions. Whenever she went to a physician, she was told that she was a woman and
she would have to deal with these types of things. Nobody ever looked into her carrier status
and the impact it could have on her life. For Colleen, being a carrier has been frustrating,
painful and sometimes emotionally crippling.

to improve the health and quality of life for all people with
inherited bleeding disorders and to find a cure for people like…

Your donation makes a real difference.

www.hemophilia.ca
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WHY WE DO WHAT WE DO…

…MARC is 35 and has severe hemophilia. He has had an inhibitor since he was
a boy which means that his body rejects the clotting medication, and therefore
he has never benefited from effective treatment like others have. His joints are
severely damaged. He lives with pain as a constant companion. His mobility
difficulties forced him to retire from a job he loved. Crippled joints are not
Marc’s only health problems. The blood products he infused in the 1980s to keep
him alive were contaminated with HIV and hepatitis C.

…ISAAC now age 3 was, as an infant, a quiet and joyful child who
occasionally had some bad bruises. One morning when he was 9 months
old, he woke up and one of his hands was swollen to the size of a
grapefruit. A couple of weeks later he stopped putting any weight on one
of his legs when he was crawling. He was incorrectly diagnosed with a
toddler fracture and a few weeks later with juvenile rheumatoid arthritis in

his knee. Following a failed aspiration-injection to treat the swelling in his knee, Isaac was finally
diagnosed with severe hemophilia A and immediately started receiving the proper treatment. His
swollen knee began to heal. Because of advances in research, Isaac is able to receive twice-weekly
infusions to prevent bleeds.



moving forward with
RESEARCH

making progress in
CARE and TREATMENT

• We hosted Rendez-vous Québec, a joint
Canadian Hemophilia Society - Association of
Hemophilia Clinic Directors of Canada (AHCDC)
Medical/Scientific Symposium on May 25, 2007
in Quebec City.

• Canadian Comprehensive Care Standards for He-
mophilia and other inherited bleeding disorders
were adopted by patient, physician, nursing,
physiotherapy and social work groups at Rendez-
vous Québec.

• We organized the 2nd National New Team Work-
shop for over 60 Hemophilia Treatment Centre
(HTC) healthcare providers with less than 3 years
experience caring for patients with bleeding dis-
orders.

• We sponsored individuals from across Canada to
attend Navigating the ER, a national workshop
which provided patients and their families with
strategies for accessing timely emergency care.

• We provided an update on HCV-HIV care and
treatment at Rendez-vous Québec.

• We re-printed and widely distributed Hepatitis C:
An Information Booklet.
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A WOR L D F R E E F ROM TH E PA I N AND SU F F E R I N G O F I NH E R I T E D B L E E D I N G D I S O R D E R SOUR VISION

Because research is at the top of our list of priorities and because the
hope of a cure is what helps families cope, on February 2, 2007, we
brought together the Canadian bleeding disorder research community
in what was called the Research Summit to ensure that we are all get-
ting the maximum benefit from our research programs.

With your help the CHS continued to invest into important research.



• We produced a new
French and English
publication, All About
Carriers: A Guide for
Carriers of Hemophilia
A and B and sponsored
women from across
Canada to attend a na-
tional workshop for
carriers at Rendez-
vous Québec.

making a difference through
SUPPORT and EDUCATION

supporting INTERNATIONAL
DEVELOPMENT

• We distributed two
issues of our news-
letter Hemophilia
Today.

• We regularly updated
our Web site to en-
sure we continue to
be one of the top
sites for reliable
bilingual informa-
tion. In the past year,
331,574 different in-
dividuals consulted
our Web site! Those
visitors were able to
find helpful information as well as download, for ex-
ample, educational material, Hemophila Today and the
CHS Report Card on Canada’s Blood System.

• We produced and distributed the second edition of All
About von Willebrand Disease in both French and
English.

• We sponsored women from across the country
to participate in a national training workshop:
VWD in Women: Raising Awareness, Changing Lives,
that was held October 26-28, in Montreal.

• We continue to be active in twinning partnerships
with developing countries: South Africa, Serbia, Be-
larus, China, Tunisia, Mongolia, Jordan and Iran.

• We hosted a twinning workshop at Rendez-vous
Québec for all seven CHS organizational twins
with participation of the World Federation of
Hemophilia.

• Two international medical teams (Tunisia and
Jordan) attended Rendez-vous Québec allowing
them to network and exchange with us.

recruiting
YOUTH

Your donation makes a real difference.
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CANADIAN COMPREHENSIVE CARE
STANDARDS FOR HEMOPHILIA

AND OTHER BLEEDING DISORDERS
adopted in

Quebec City, May 25, 2007

see page 12

• Early 2007 marked a milestone for the CHS. A very dy-
namic, creative and devoted group of young men and
women got together to form the National Youth Com-
mittee. No doubt this new generation of volunteers will
bring the CHS to new heights.

www.hemophilia.ca
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• Organize a National Workshop for Patients with a
Rare Factor Deficiency.

• Develop tools to facilitate a harmonious transition
from pediatric to adult care for young people with
bleeding disorders and their families.

• Host a CHS National Youth Leadership Workshop to
provide young people with the skills, knowledge and
role models to enable a new generation to take on
leadership roles within the organization.

• Continue to serve as a mentor for developing rare
blood disorder organizations in order to extend
the model of hemophilia care to these disease
conditions. Organize the 2nd Conference on
Comprehensive Care for Rare Blood Disorders.

• Advocate for the most stringent blood donor
screening criteria to ensure the safest blood prod-
ucts for all Canadians.

• Develop new resources to support parents.

• Produce a revised video about bleeding disorders for
school personnel.

our work continues:
PLANS FOR 2008

The Canadian Hemophilia Society strives to improve the health and quality
of life for all people with inherited bleeding disorders, and to find a cure.

Contact us: Joyce Argall at jargall@hemophilia.ca
or call our toll-free number 1 800 668-2686. www.hemophilia.ca

• We produced the 2005-
2007 Report Card on
Canada’s Blood System,
the fourth such analysis
since the publication of
the Final Report of the
Commission of Inquiry on
the Blood System in
Canada (the Krever Report)
on November 26, 1997,
exactly 10 years ago.

• We continued our vigilance as the “watchdog” of
the blood system on behalf of all Canadians.

• We continued to participate on Health Canada,
Canadian Blood Services and Héma-Québec
Advisory Committees to ensure all Canadians have
access to safe blood products in adequate supply.

ensuring a SAFE, SECURE
BLOOD SUPPLY for all
Canadians

• In our efforts to raise awareness
about inherited bleeding disor-
ders and diversify our funding
sources, we created a general in-
formation brochure.

• We also produced a powerful
public awareness video. This
video, called Help us Stop the
Bleeding, is based on personal
testimonials and highlights who
we are and what we do.

Your donation makes a real difference.
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